Writing for Life- Kiester
Prerequisite: Foundations of Composition & Sophomore Composition


This is a college/career writing preparedness course designed to meet Common Core Standards for upper division high school writing and curriculum requirements for remedial college English courses that prepare struggling college students for E101 level writing. Students who do not plan to attend college will follow the same curriculum, but will focus their writing content on career oriented goals instead of college goals. This course encourages students to believe in the relevancy of writing. Students will write to express, inform, and persuade. This course requires the equivalent of 15 pages of double-spaced and typed writing that demonstrates twelfth grade level proficiency and college level proficiency if applicable. Students will also be required to complete job applications, scholarship forms, and to obtain letters of recommendation. Students will be given clear goals, repeated routines, and relevant assignments to increase their confidence as writers. 
 
Essential Questions
1- In what ways does my ability to write, affect my ability to succeed in life?
2- To what extent am I prepared for life after high school?
Essential Vocabulary

diction, connotation, denotation, tone, mood, inference, literal, anecdote, satire, irony, analogy, parenthetical citation, editing jargon
 
Students will
- develop more confidence in their reading and writing abilities
- learn/review academic vocabulary associated with writing
- meet course requirements through daily writing assignments, course projects, and assessments
- engage in a multi-faceted process of writing that includes invention, development, organization,   

  feedback, revision, and editing
- produce clear and coherent writing in a format that is appropriate to its purpose and audience
- read and write persuasive, narrative, and informational text
- write routinely over extended timeframes and short timeframes for a range of tasks, purposes, and 

  audiences producing 3 to 3.5 double-spaced, typed pages per week
- establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone when writing to persuade or inform
- use collaboration as a tool to enhance and share ideas and writing
- gather relevant information/evidence from multiple literary and/or informational text to support 

  analysis, reflection, and research
- avoid plagiarism by following MLA format to cite strong and thorough textual evidence that supports 

  analysis of what the text infers and states explicitly
- use valid reasoning as well as relevant, sufficient evidence to support analytical claims/arguments
- use technology to produce, publish, and share writing products
- understand the life relevancy of effective academic writing
 
Required Writing Assignments/Assessments
*(2) One page literary analyses of poems (proper in-text citation required)
*(2) One page narrative prompt responses  (as well as Journal Entries)
*(1) 3-4 page I-search paper with works referenced and PPT (Topic: Volunteer Work)
*(1) 4-5 page research paper with work cited page and proper in-text citation (Compare/Contrast)
*(1) scholarship essay AND (1) Letter of Interest or Inquiry            
*(1) Resume AND (1) Job Application
*must be typed and double-spaced / must have 15 pages total if substituting for College Ready Evaluation

 Unit Outlines & Common Core Standards

Unit 1- Narrative Writing & Literary Analysis 
· analyze and discuss poems, short stories, current events articles, and peer responses

· complete six writing assignments for this unit as well as journal responses
(W2, W3, W4, W5, W6, L1, L2, L3, L5, L6, RI4, RL1, RL2, RL3, RL4, RL5, RL6, SL1)

Unit 2- I-Search Paper/Volunteer (PPT)
-    conduct discovery research about potential volunteer and internship possibilities and       

     the effect they have on career decisions and opportunities

-    write an I-Search (process) paper to document your research process, discoveries, 
     and analysis
· create a PPT to share your information with your peers

· Letter of Inquiry and/or Interest

(RI1, RI7, RI10b, SL1, SL2, SL5, L1, L2, L3, L6)

Unit 3- Resumes/Cover Letters/Scholarship Essay

· write a resume 

· search for “real” jobs in our current market and write a real cover letter for one of the jobs
· write one scholarship essay 
· complete and submit a minimum of one job application

· real or mock interviews

(SL5, L1, L2 L3, RI7, RI10, W2, W3, W4, W5))

Unit 4- Research Paper

· compare two careers of interest (MLA format and work cited page required)
· discuss, edit, revise, and present your research within small groups

(W1, W4, W5, W6, W7, W8, L1, L2, L3, L6, RI1, RI2, RI5, RI7, RI10b, RL1, SL1, SL2, SL4, SL5)

End of Course Assessment

· Narrative Writing Response (Prompt TBD)

· Submit Portfolio 
