Witches in Colonial America  by Kory L. Meyerink, FUGA        2, Dec. 2011                                        This list attempts to identify, as fully as possible, those persons formally accused as witches in Colonial America, or those who suffered (usually as little children) with accused witches. Generally this means that there was some formal action taken, usually in court, or that early writers (leaders, memorial writers, historians) discussed the accusation. Court action is not limited to trials, for some cases never came to trial, being dismissed for insufficient evidence (usually after an arrest and/or evidentiary hearing), or the flight of the accused. It also includes cases of slander by an accused witch against the accuser(s), even if no other court record exists. Most witches were married women, so maiden names are given, when known, after the first name, but in parenthesis. The object is to help family historians clearly identify each accused witch to determine if he or she fits on a family tree. Abbreviations for outcome:
· A = accused (or complaint filed), but apparently not brought to court             *X = executed, method not given

· C = cleared of charges, dismissed (usually at a later date, often by higher court or governor)

· DP= died in prison       * E = escaped from prison     *H = hung (after imprisonment and trial)

· F = fled to another jurisdiction (colony), or in hiding (presumes an accusation, but not an arrest)

· I = imprisoned (sometimes indicted, which usually meant some imprisonment)

· NG = found not guilty (acquitted), implies some time in prison, and usually a trial

· R = released from prison (usually on bail), not necessarily cleared

· SS = accused sued accuser for slander

· V = convicted (but not executed, usually cleared)
· -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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 September 20, 2013   Lessons in Modern Witchcraft, By 
Fifteen men and women are currently studying witchcraft in the mystical shadow of Ms. Ravenhawk, who helped found the school in 2007. They are enrolled in a three-year program that includes courses like “Introduction to Wicca,” a modern pagan, witchcraft religion that worships the divinity in nature. Other courses include “History of Witchcraft,” “Introduction to Magic,” “Spells and How They Work” and “Esbats: Celebrating the Phases of the Moon.”

After a year of introductory courses, second-year students like Ms. Collins and Ms. Monzon strive to become full-fledged witches. Third-year students aspire to become high priests or high priestesses. Each school year is made up of 24 two-hour classes, with students paying $25 per class. That amounts to 144 hours of total class work and $1,800 in tuition for any student who pursues the entire three-year curriculum, which is not accredited outside the realm of Ms. Ravenhawk’s teachings and beliefs. But none of that matters to Ms. Collins.

Though Ms. Ravenhawk said her students “are people with normal lives and normal jobs,” she added that “not all of them are willing to identify themselves and talk about it for fear of what other people might think, especially in the workplace. They are not yet ready to come out of the broom closet.”

Ms. Collins is a Bronx resident and former youth counselor in Manhattan.
“My mother knows that I am a Wiccan witch, but most of my family does not,” she said. “People like my grandmother who are not as open-minded and do not believe in diversity, they just wouldn’t understand, but this is not an evil religion. We do not worship the devil — we do not even believe in the devil. This is about connecting with the natural forces to advance yourself spiritually.”
