Technical Communication

Course Description
Prerequisite: Foundations of Composition 

Students will demonstrate advanced technical writing and presentation skills through real life assignments as they work individually and collaboratively. Students will write and deliver persuasive, demonstrative, and informative messages and proposals to a particular audience, situation, purpose, and occasion. Students will fluently and professionally articulate their written and oral messages. They will demonstrate the ability to use effective verbal and nonverbal communication with the intent of causing real life change or awareness through five projects that have both a written and oral presentation component. Students will use technology, research, analysis, and creativity to enhance their written and oral presentations. They will draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. Students may receive a Speech OR English (writing) credit for this course. Speak to your counselor to determine which credit you will be receiving.
 
Essential Questions
1- How am I persuaded?
2- What qualities do the greatest speakers possess?
Essential Vocabulary

ethos, pathos, logos, rhetoric, bias, status quo, verbal and nonverbal language, extemporaneous, cross examination, demonstrative,  inflection, articulation, volume, logical and fallacious reasoning, feasibility 

Students will
- develop more confidence in their speaking and writing abilities
- learn/review academic vocabulary associated with speaking and writing
- give persuasive, demonstrative, extemporaneous, impromptu, and entertaining speeches
- engage in a multi-faceted process of writing that includes invention, development, organization,   
  feedback, revision, and editing
- produce clear and coherent writing in a format that is appropriate to its purpose and audience
- read and write persuasive, narrative, and informational text
- write routinely over extended timeframes and short timeframes for a range of tasks, purposes, and 

  audiences producing 
- establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone when writing to persuade or inform
- use collaborative discussion as a tool to enhance and share ideas 
- gather relevant, credible information/evidence from multiple literary and/or informational text to  

  support analysis, reflection, and research
- avoid plagiarism by following MLA format to cite strong and thorough textual evidence that supports 

  analysis of what the text infers and states explicitly
- use valid reasoning as well as relevant, sufficient evidence to support analytical claims/arguments
- use technology to produce, publish, and share writing products or enhance oral presentation
- understand the life relevancy of effective academic writing and oral communication
 
Required Assignments/Assessments
(2) Impromptu Speeches (Bio and Draw)
One Extemporaneous Speech (Written and Presented)
One Demonstrative (How To) Speech/ Instruction Booklet

*One Persuasive Speech (Call to Action)/ Feasibility Report using MLA format/work cited, (panel)

One Informative Speech/ 60 Second Ad, Brochure, PPT

Narrative Responses to Prompts and Presentations
One Debate (fact cards- MLA format)


 Unit Outlines & Common Core Standards


Unit 1- Impromptu, Extemporaneous, and Demonstrative 

· Understand verbal and nonverbal communication

· Understand and use rhetorical devices to communicate (including ethos, pathos, logos)
· Use written and verbal narrative techniques to tell a story (group activity- round robin)
· Give a five minute demonstration/ write an instruction booklet to go with it

· Give impromptu and extemporaneous speeches when called upon 

· Learn primary vocabulary for oral communication

 (SL1, SL2, SL3, SL4, SL5, SL6, L2, L3, L6, RI3, W3, W4, W5, W6)

Unit 2- Informative (PPT) – Group Project
· Learn about and draw a communication model  (include interference)
· Review famous speeches to identify rhetorical elements and strategies

· Work collaboratively to develop a media campaign to bring awareness to a special event, person, or social issue
· Produce a 60 second advertisement to increase awareness

· Design and produce a brochure about your topic
· Arrange a way to share your message with a large audience (more than 50 people)
(SL1, SL2, SL3, SL4, SL5, SL6, L2, L3, L6, RL1, RI1, RI7, W2, W4, W5, W6, W7, W8)

Unit 3- Persuasive/ ACTION PROJECT
· Conduct research to determine the feasibility of a new idea 
· From your research determine a possible solution or solutions OR feasibility of idea
· Write a feasibility report explaining your idea, your research, and your plan of action (MLA)
· Create a PPT to share your information with a live panel to include on member of relevance
· This project has the option of being a partner or individual project 
· The feasibility report and presentation are a significant portion of your grade for this course

(SL1, SL2, SL3, SL4, SL5, SL6, L2, L3, L6, RL1, RI1, RI7, W1, W2, W4, W5, W6, W7, W8) 

Unit 4- Debate
· Learn/review the different types of debate formats
· Learn/review debate terminology 
· Prepare for and participate in one of the debate formats 

· Research and prepare note cards (MLA format) for the debate

(SL1, SL2, SL3, SL4, SL5, SL6, L2, L3, L6, RL1, RI1, RI5, RI8, W1, W2, W4, W5, W6, W7, W8)

End of Course Assessment

· Write a rebuttal to an argument/prompt
· Give an impromptu speech

· Submit portfolio of course work
