10th Grade Composition Syllabus (Mrs. Kiester)-Columbia High School
(LA 201) Intro to Rhetoric and Persuasion (Honors) SEMESTER COURSE
Prerequisite: Foundations of Composition
In this required course, students will learn the fundamental principles of persuasion and basic rhetorical devices. Students will evaluate the affects of rhetoric in various forms of writing including the following: presidential speeches, seminal works of American policy, non-fiction documents from outside the U.S. and Shakespeare’s fictional Julius Caesar. Students will also write and analyze narrative works and poetry. Students will be required to complete a research paper using a variety of valid sources and MLA format. Students will understand the complexity of language/language usage, and the role it plays as they write creatively, informatively, and persuasively.   

Ongoing Throughout Semester- Sentence Types, Sentence Content, and Sentence Structure/Syntax
-        Students will review subject/verb agreement and verb tenses within a sentence
-        Students will review and use simple, compound, and complex sentences
-        Students will identify and use various types of phrases and clauses in a sentence
-        Students will identify the simple subject and predicate of a sentence
-        Students will identify and correct run-ons and sentence fragments
-        Students will learn to identify and correct problems with parallel structure in a sentence
-
 Students will strive to use Tier Two and Tier Three words and phrases in their writing throughout the course
 
Unit Vocabulary: subject/verb agreement, parallel structure, phrases and clauses, fragments and run-ons, identifying sentence types, increasing vocabulary, understanding syntax (L9-10.1, L9-10.2, L9-10.6. RL9-10.10)
Unit 1- Expressive Writing (Narrative/Creative) 4-5 weeks
Essential Question- How do our personal experiences affect our perspective of the world?

Essential Question- How does our culture, environment, and belief system affect our perspective of the world?
-  
Students will review, identify, and use figurative language, sensory detail, and imagery in writing
- 
Students will analyze and discuss poetry from different cultures (Neruda, Chang, Komachi, Alvarez, Frost, etc.)
-
Students will write poetry and/or narratives, and analyze sound devices, themes, tone, and mood
- 
Students will use effective technique, well-chosen details, and well structured event sequences to write narratives about real or imagined experiences/events 
-
Students will use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, voice, and plot lines to develop experiences, events, and/or characters for their unit assessment
- 
Students will draw upon personal experiences to write journal responses   
-      Students will analyze and identify literary devices and plot elements in their creative reading and writing 
- 
Students will identify purpose, tone, mood, style, and point of view in expressive literature
-
Students will interpret quotes, video, and pictorial prompts to reflect upon their own lives and perspectives

- 
Students will use technology to publish expressive writing after drafting, revising, and editing for a finished product 

Unit Vocabulary- figurative language, tone, mood, purpose, point of view, connotation, denotation, theme, diction, imagery, allusion, analogy, inference, character and plot development, voice, purpose, audience (L. 9-10.2, L9-10.3, L9-10.5, L9-10. 6, RI9-10.1, RI9-10.2, RI9-10.3, RI9-10.4, RI9-10.5, RI9-10.6, RL9-10.1, RL9-10.2, RL9-10.3, W9-10.3, W9-10.4, W9-10.5, W9-10.6, W9-10.9, W9-10.10, S9-10.5, )
Unit 2- Informative/Explanatory Writing  4-5 weeks
Essential Question- Do today’s textbooks reflect a true global perspective?

Essential Question- How do our historical and cultural perspectives affect our understanding of contemporary world conflicts?
-
Students will collaboratively discuss prejudice and bias as it relates to a global perspective and literary analysis
- 
Students will write informative/explanatory essays to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly 


and accurately through effective research, organization, and analysis of content 

-
Students will seek and use valid research/evidence to support their theses 
- 
Students will use concise and effective language that supports their primary objective

-
Students will maintain an appropriate style and tone for the formal task, omitting personal bias

-
Students will produce clear and coherent writing through careful planning, organization, revision and editing of papers that include a thesis and supporting details within introductory, body, and concluding paragraphs

-
Students will read, use critical thinking strategies to analyze, and collaboratively discuss informational text including textbooks, influential U.S. documents and media, and documents and media from other countries  
-
Students will write, and share within small groups, a compare/contrast essay, cause/effect essay, historical report, OR literary analysis as their unit assessment 

-
Students will use technology to research, share, revise, edit, produce, and present their final products

- 
Students will understand that informational/explanatory writing seeks to clarify and inform rather than persuade

-
Students will properly cite and source evidence documented within the text of their writing

-
Students will write a complaint letter using a problem/solution approach in business letter format
- 
Students will use technology to publish informative writing after drafting, revising, and editing for a finished product 
 
Unit Vocabulary: express, inform, explain, summarize, synthesize, bias, stereotype, compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, propaganda, critical thinking (S9-10.1, S9-10.2, S9-10.3, S9-10.4, S9-10.5, S9-10.6, L.9-10.1, L9-10.2, L9-10.3, L9-10.5, L9-10.6, RL9-10.6, RI9-10.1, RI9-10.2, RI9-10.3, RI9-10.8, RI9-10.9, R9-10.10, W9-10.2, W9-10.4, W9-10.5, W9-10.6, W9-10.7, W9-10.8, W9-10.9, W9-10.10,)
Unit 3- Persuasive Writing (Rhetoric)  5-6 weeks
Essential Question- Is the pen really mightier than the sword?

Essential Question- How much does the power of persuasion determine world power/influence?
-       Students will learn/review vocabulary associated with rhetoric 
-       Students will analyze and use stylistic devices for the art of persuasion
-       Students will understand and discuss the role of bias and prejudice as it relates to rhetoric 
· Students will respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement/disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding while making new connections

· Students will analyze (using annotation) and discuss famous speeches from around the world, and Mark Antony’s soliloquy from Julius Caesar, for evidence of rhetorical devices, bias, ethos, pathos, logos, and purpose 
· Students will write and present persuasive speeches with global relevance and valid research/evidence
· Students will use concise and effective language to construct their argument showing correlation between their claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence using relevant and sufficient facts, definitions, details, and quotes

· Students will use technology to produce and enhance their two minute speech/presentations

· Students will understand the importance of audience and purpose as they analyze and write

· Students will avoid plagiarism by using MLA format for citation in the construction of a research paper that will serve as their unit assessment 

-
 Students will gather a wide range of textual evidence and become more sensitive to inconsistencies, 


 ambiguities, fallacies, and poor reasoning in texts  

· Students will use technology to publish their persuasive writing after drafting, revising, and editing 
· Students will participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions
· Students will work collaboratively and use peer editing to develop their writing
Unit Vocabulary-  ethos, pathos, logos, fallacies, bias, theme, purpose, audience, inference, rhetorical devices, claim, data, warrant, propaganda, analogy, circular reasoning, figurative language, inference, parallelism, connotation, denotation, refute, parenthetical citation, paraphrase, thesis, hook, blocking/embedded quotes  (RI9-10.4, RI9-10.5, RI9-10.6, RI9-10.8,RI9-10.10, W9-10.1, W9-10.4, W9-10.5, W9-10.6, W9-10.7, W9-10.8, W9-10.9, W9-10.10, S9-10.1, S9-10.2, S9-10.3, S9-10.4,S9-10.4, S9-10.5, S9-10.6, L.9-1010.1, L9-10.2, L9-10.3, L9-10.5, L9-10.6)
Unit 4- ISAT/Finals Prep 2-3 weeks 
     - 
Students will review parts of speech
     - 
Students will review sentence structure and syntax
     - 
Students will review clauses and phrases again
     - 
Students will review punctuation rules 
     - 
Students will review capitalization rules 
     - 
Students will review word choice rules including pronouns, homonyms, and appropriate transition words
     - 
Students will review active v. passive voice 

     - 
Students will review and practice test-taking strategies

 *Assessment for this unit will be reflected through their writing assignments and performance on the ISATs
 
Standards Connections: grammar, syntax, parts of speech, punctuation, capitalization, sentence types, word choice, phrases and clauses, active and passive voice in writing, and test-taking strategies (L9-10.3)
End of Course Assessment: Students will be given a packet containing pictorial information, articles, excerpts, and poetry about a global/cultural theme, event, or item. They will be asked to handwrite an essay in narrative, persuasive, or explanatory form using the appropriate essay structure and MLA citations.
Required Course Textbook: Elements of Literature. Ed. Kylene Beers et al. Fourth Course. Austin: Holt, Reinhart, and Winston, 2009.






