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(hī pǝr´ bǝ lē) - exaggeration for the purpose of emphasis; never meant to be taken literally
Purpose: used to make a point strongly, to snap the reader's attention back to the writing, or to demonstrate the difference between two things
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understatement
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lack of emphasis or restraint in language, the force of which is less than what one would normally expect; when contrasted sharply with reality, the statement becomes absurd
Purpose: used for ironic or humorous effect or to highlight the extreme nature of an event
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litotes
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(lī tō´ tēz) - (similar to understatement) emphasizes its point by using a word opposite to the condition; 
Purpose: while an obviously ironic use acts as an understatement to emphasize the initial claim, a non-ironic use can soften the edges of that same claim

	[image: image6.png]


antithesis
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(an tith´ ǝ sis) - parallel structure that juxtaposes contrasting ideas
Purpose: makes use of a contrast in language to bring out a contrast in ideas
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hypophora
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(hī pä´ fǝ rǝ) - the technique of asking a question, then proceeding to answer it
Purpose: to tell readers something they don't already know, anticipating their skepticism and nipping it in the bud
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rhetorical question
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a question asked more to produce an effect than to summon an answer
Purpose: to highlight something readers already know, focusing the reader on their topic
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procatalepsis
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(prō kat ǝ lep´ sis) - (form of hypophora) - deals specifically with objections and usually does so without even asking a question.
Purpose: to further a writer's argument while satisfying readers by showing their concerns were anticipated
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distinctio
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(dis tink´ shē ō) - elaborating on the definition of a word to make sure there is no misunderstanding
Purpose: to clarify for the reader exactly what the writer means to say
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simile
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(sim´ i lē) - a figure of speech that uses "like" or "as" to compare two things that are already somewhat related
Purpose: to conjure up strongly suggestive imagery, lending new details to the main object
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metaphor
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(met´ ǝ for) - (similar to simile) speaking of one thing as though it actually were another, thus making an implicit comparison
Purpose: to speak poetically, and more importantly, to help readers see something as the writer chooses them to see it
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analogy
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(a nal´ ǝ jē) - (similar to simile) makes use of something already well known to explain something less well known by comparison
Purpose: helps readers quickly see precisely what the writer means
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allusion
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(a loo´ zhin) - a brief, informally introduced reference to a fairly well-known event, place, text, or person
Purpose: to help readers see a broader picture, to evoke a negative or positive feeling, or to add credibility to writing
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eponym
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(ep´ ǝ nim) - (similar to allusion) referring to a specific famous person to link his or her attributes with someone else.
Purpose: to evoke specific emotions and add credibility to writing by proving the writer is informed and educated
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sententia
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(sen ten´ shē ǝ) - a fancy term for a quotation, maxim, or wise saying; usually a general maxim not attributed to a single source, but may also quote a real person.
Purpose: used to sum up what the writer has been talking about in preceding paragraphs while seeming familiar, obvious, and often witty
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exemplum
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(ex zem´ plum) - simply providing the reader with an example to illustrate the writer's point; may be factual or fictional as long as fictional examples are presented as hypothetical rather than factual
Purpose: to support the point the writer is trying to make in a way that seems natural
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climax
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organizing ideas in writing so that they proceed from the least to the most important
Purpose: to establish a progression of ideas rather than a list of individual items, driving home the buildup of ideas
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parallelism
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using the same general structure for multiple parts of a sentence, or for multiple sentences, in order to link them all
Purpose: gives writing a sense of overall cohesion, keeping it balanced and intentional throughout
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chiasmus
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(form of parallelism) a statement consisting of two parallel parts in which the second part is structurally reversed, or flipped around; the crisscross figure.
Purpose: to lend extra impact to a statement through the more ornate style

	[image: image36.png]


anadiplosis
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(an ǝ di plō´ sis) - (form of repetition) - repeating the last word of a sentence or phrase near the beginning or the next sentence or phrase; used this way words end up near one another, so their repetition becomes very apparent 
Purpose: to create a beautiful sound while effectively putting the reader's focus on a key word
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conduplicatio
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(kän dōōp lǝ kat´ ē ō) - (form of repetition) - takes an important word from anywhere in one sentence or phrase and repeats it at the beginning of the next sentence or phrase.
Purpose: to help guide the reader from one idea to the next by aiming directly at the key point of discussion
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metabasis
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(met ǝ bā´ sis) - a device used to sum up a body of work that has come before, so that readers can move on to a new point
Purpose: to remind readers of the most crucial areas already covered before moving on to new but related ideas
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parenthesis
	(pǝ ren´ thǝ sis) - a device used to insert an aside or additional information into the main flow of writing. One way to do this is by using the actual parenthesis symbols, although using dashes or commas is also common; the parenthesis is the written equivalent of the spoken aside.
Purpose: to focus the spotlight on whatever point is being made or to place information into context for better clarity
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apostrophe
	(a pos´ trǝ f ē) - a rhetorical device in which the writer breaks out of the flow of the writing to directly address a person or personified object. It should not be confused with the punctuation mark of the same name, to which it has no relation.
Purpose: to express the force and emotion that the writer has become so caught up that he/she must break free and speak directly to something or someone
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enumeratio
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(ē nōō mǝr ä´ tē ō) - refers to the act of supplying a list of details about something
Purpose: used structurally to expand on a central idea, lending force to that idea by enumerating its many facets
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antanagoge
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(an tan ǝ gō´ jē) - a way of ordering points to downplay the negatives so that readers feels less strongly about them
Purpose: to suggest the benefits more than outweigh the costs of the subject


http://hhs-english-iv.wikispaces.com/file/view/Rhetorical+Devices.pdf
another list of rhetorical devices

