Defending or Challenging the Amendment (Persuasive Essay)

1. Choose the amendment you will be defending. Your case will be tied to this amendment.
2. Make a modern day connection (find a current example). This “case” will be the focus of your paper.
3. Find at least 3 articles (from reliable sources-- not blogs or Wikipedia) ethos

- One of the articles must support the opposing side (logos) – one article must be about your current case – one article must be about a past case or cases that have similar problems with the amendment
4. Find one school appropriate video link (not to exceed three minutes) that strengthens your argument (pathos) 
5. Create an outline for your argument/essay (graded) Due November 15/16
I. Intro

- Your essay must include a proper intro paragraph with a hook, summary of your amendment, and clear thesis. Your intro should not be less than four sentences.

II. Body Paragraphs

· Your essay must have at least 4-5 body paragraphs with clear topic sentences (claims) and sourced data points that are followed by a sentence that warrant (explain) how that data point proves your claim. Transition sentences and words should be used and there should be no less than six sentences per body paragraph.
· Write a paragraph (or more) defining your amendment and its purpose

· Write a paragraph (or more) about prior cases associated with your amendment

· Write a paragraph or two about your current case

· Write a paragraph (or more) about the counterarguments
III. Conclusion

- Your essay must have a conclusion paragraph that restates your main points and ends with a thought provoking, interesting, or humorous statement or quote (clincher).  Your conclusion should not be less than three sentences.

- Your essay should end with a Works Cited page. Essays without a Works Cited page and sourcing in the paragraphs will not be accepted. MLA format must be used throughout the paper.  
6. Write your rough draft 
7. Type your paper and submit it no later than December 13, 2013.
8. You will do a 60 second presentation (plus video) about your case on November 19th and 20th. 
* The sooner you submit it your final draft, the more time you have to do revisions and resubmit it.
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