passage- a short part of a book, poem, speech, piece of music etc
He read a short passage from the Bible.

affect- to act on the emotions of; touch or move. (actively happening NOT the end result)
Her crying was affecting the passengers.

standard- an idea or thing used as a measure, norm, or model in comparative evaluations (writing standards)

The wages are low by today's standards.

conflict- a struggle, problem, or an opposition (can be external, like a tornado, or internal, like love)

If you and your best friend both like the same guy, you will have to find a way to resolve the conflict. 

voice- your distinct personality (voice) showing through in your writing
I immediately recognized the author’s voice as I read the first chapter.

chronology- in order of time or the sequence of events

The officer studied the chronology of events to determine who was at fault.
credible/credibility- the quality of being trusted and believed in.
The government lost credibility after the war.
emphasize- give special importance or attention to
She emphasized the passage by highlighting it.

perspective- point of view or way of looking at things
She had a different perspective because she had been bullied.

analogy- a comparison between two things, typically on the basis of their structure and for the purpose of explaining a new concept 
He used the analogy of swimming to help the girl understand the “sink or swim” concept in life.
symbolize- an object or act that stands for something
The flag symbolizes freedom.
essential- absolutely necessary; extremely important
The essential point of the article was that bullying is a problem.

composition- a work of music, literature, or art.
The composition of music was unique and soothing.
criteria- a principle or standard by which something may be judged or decided.
What is the criteria for this project?

expository- writing that explains or describes, but does not persuade
The expository essay taught me a lot about the turtle’s eating habits.

figurative- a symbolic way of describing something

 “figure of speech”
A simile like “she’s as skinny as a toothpick” is an example of figurative language.

infer- suggest or make assumptions- not spelled out
She inferred that she would not like to go even though she didn’t actually say that.

deduce- draw a logical conclusion
From these statistics we can deduce that texting and driving is bad.

