Iroquois Constitution

 9.  All the business of the Five Nations Confederate Council shall be conducted by the two combined bodies of Confederate Lords.  First the question shall be passed upon by the Mohawk and Seneca Lords, then it shall be discussed and passed by the Oneida and Cayuga Lords.  Their decisions shall then be referred to the Onondaga Lords, (Fire Keepers) for final judgment. The same process shall obtain when a question is brought before the council by an individual or a War Chief.

24.  The Lords of the Confederacy of the Five Nations shall be mentors of the people for all time.  The thickness of their skin shall be seven spans -- which is to say that they shall be proof against anger, offensive actions and criticism.  Their hearts shall be full of peace and good will and their minds filled with a yearning for the welfare of the people of the Confederacy.  With endless patience they shall carry out their duty and their firmness shall be tempered with a tenderness for their people.  Neither anger nor fury shall find lodgement in their minds and all their words and actions shall be marked by calm deliberation.

25.  If a Lord of the Confederacy should seek to establish any authority independent of the jurisdiction of the Confederacy of the Great Peace, which is the Five Nations, he shall be warned three times in open council, first by the women relatives, second by the men relatives and finally by the Lords of the Confederacy of the Nation to which he belongs.  If the offending Lord is still obdurate he shall be dismissed by the War Chief of his nation for refusing to conform to the laws of the Great Peace.  His nation shall then install the candidate nominated by the female name holders of his family.

27.  All Lords of the Five Nations Confederacy must be honest in all things.  They must not idle or gossip, but be men possessing those honorable qualities that make true royaneh.

It shall be a serious wrong for anyone to lead a Lord into trivial affairs, for the people must ever hold their Lords high in estimation out of respect to their honorable positions.

39.  If a War Chief acts contrary to instructions or against the provisions of the Laws of the Great Peace, doing so in the capacity of his office, he shall be deposed by his women relatives and by his men relatives.  Either the women or the men alone or jointly may act in such a case.  The women title holders shall then choose another candidate.

44.  The lineal descent of the people of the Five Nations shall run in the female line.  Women shall be considered the progenitors of the Nation.  They shall own the land and the soil.  Men and women shall follow the status of the mother.

45.  The women heirs of the Confederated Lordship titles shall be called Royaneh (Noble) for all time to come.

101.  It shall be the duty of the appointed managers of the Thanksgiving festivals to do all that is needed for carrying out the duties of the occasions.

      The recognized festivals of Thanksgiving shall be the Midwinter Thanksgiving, the Maple or Sugar-making Thanksgiving, the Raspberry Thanksgiving, the Strawberry Thanksgiving, the Cornplanting Thanksgiving, the Corn Hoeing Thanksgiving, the Little Festival of Green Corn, the Great Festival of Ripe Corn and the complete Thanksgiving for the Harvest. Each nation's festivals shall be held in their Long Houses.

