DIGRAMMING SENTENCES
Name ______________________________ Per. ____
Diagramming sentences is like word art. Certain rules apply however, and to be a “master diagrammer” you must learn the rules and follow them. Diagramming is based on parts of speech. 

Step 1

Identify the subject and the predicate (verb).

Step 2

Draw a horizontal line to begin. Divide the subject and predicate with a vertical line as shown.

Example: Glaciers melt.




Glaciers

melt

Step 3

When sentences are more complex, use slanted lines to add words that modify or describe the subject and the predicate. Adjectives go under the nouns and adverbs go under the verbs. Write them in.
Example: The glaciers slowly melted.




glaciers

melted

                                                                                                                                                                                 

Note: If there is a helping verb, it goes on the main line with the main verb.

Example: The glacier is slowly melting. 


glacier


is melting
                                                                                                                
Step 4: If the sentence has a direct object, it also goes on the main line.
Example: The large glacier is slowly destroying the forest.


glacier


is destroying

forest
                                                                                                                               

Practice: On a separate sheet of paper, diagram the following sentences.

1. Dogs bark.

2. The little white dog was barking loudly.

3. Ferocious dogs often bite frightened people.
