Activity 1.  Evaluating the Structure and Main Points of the Declaration of Independence
Build Background: Watch videos http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/thomas-jefferson/videos and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KF-Y7s_YIAU (first 6 min.) to build background. 

Discuss the ultimate consequence: war.

The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America the Declaration of Independence was created in an atmosphere of complaints about the treatment of the colonies under British rule. In this assignment, you will be given the opportunity to compose a document based on the list of complaints you developed as a group; however, the resulting "declarations" might be more convincing if based on a proven effective model. The model you will use is the Declaration of Independence (pg.112-116) in your textbook and also posted in itslearning).Your audience is Mr. Woolstenhulme.
(25 min.)Directions: The immediate goal is to understand the structure of the document and the basic intent of each section. As a group, writing in complete sentences, answer the following questions (1-5) about each section of the Declaration of Independence. Each group should have a scribe and all names should appear on ONE paper.

1. Preamble- the reasons for writing down the Declaration (from "WHEN, in the Course of human Events" to "declare the Causes which impel them to the Separation."). 
Q- What reason(s) did the Founding Fathers give for their decision to write out a declaration?
2. Statement of beliefs- specifying what the undersigned believed, the philosophy behind the document (from "We hold these Truths to be self-evident" to "a candid world"). 
Q- What beliefs did the Founding Fathers declare they held?
3. List of complaints- the offenses that compelled the writing of the Declaration (from pg. 113 to "all ages, sexes, and conditions” on pg. 115)
 Q- Paraphrase a few of the complaints.

4. Statement of prior attempts to redress grievances- (From "In every stage," to "in peace friends.") 
Q- In what ways did the framers claim to have already tried to address the complaints?
5. Declaration of Independence- (From "WE, therefore" (pg. 116) to "and our sacred honor.") 
Q- What will change in the colonies as a result of the Declaration?
Now that you are familiar with the structure and general intent of each section, consider the topic and list of complaints you came up with last class period. You will use these as you draft your own declaration.
Activity 2. Writing Your Declaration (This will take more than one class period and will be done in your journal.)
Directions: Working in your groups, you will draft your own declarations using the group topic and list of complaints that you will create for this part of the activity. The transcript of the Declaration of Independence will serve as a model; student documents must contain the same sections: preamble, statement of beliefs, list of complaints, statement of prior attempts, and declaration. For example, your list of 20 complaints compares to the “He has…” complaints on pages 113-115)
1. Preamble- Start with your reasons for writing (preamble), as discussed above. Model your statement after the Preamble to the Declaration. For example, you can begin with the words "When, in the course of human events ..." Change it to this: When in the course of school events…   (15 min.) Then brainstorm a list of complaints.
2. Statement of beliefs- Start with “We hold these Truths to be self evident.... Follow the structure and verbiage of the Declaration. (Day 2)
3. List of Complaints- Before starting this section, brainstorm a specific list of complaints about your topic. You don’t need to have as many as the Declaration. You need 10 complaints. After you have your list of complaints, model it after the structure used in the Declaration. For example, notice the repeating phrase “He has” but change it to fit your situations: Students have, Administrators have, Teachers have, The Policy has, etc. (Day 2)
4. Statement of prior attempts to redress grievances- Follow the structure and verbiage of the Declaration. Consider what you have already tried to resolve this situation. Your section will probably be shorter. (Day 3)
5. Declaration of Independence- Follow the structure and verbiage of the Declaration. (Day 3)
Activity 3. Typing Your Declaration

Use a shared Google doc so you can each be typing a section. Once you are finished, share it with me @ lkiester@nsd131.org. I will print it out and you will complete your self-evaluation (see next page) and staple it together.

Rubric for Your Declaration
Names of students in the group ____________________________________________________
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	Preamble (10 pts.)
Score on a scale of 1-10
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	Below Basic/Basic

Students do not clearly address why they are writing this Declaration. A vice is not clearly defined or is confusing. [image: image15.wmf]
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Students tentatively explain why they are writing the Declaration, although they seem a little unclear in portions of their argument. [image: image17.wmf]
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	Great 


Students clearly express why they are writing the Declaration. They make a strong argument for their declaration. 
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Students do not provide a clear explanation of what the problem is. They don't give multiple examples and/or don’t clearly state a case. [image: image21.wmf]
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	Good 


Students provide a clear explanation of what the problem is. They give specific examples and state their case. [image: image23.wmf]
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	Great 


Students provide a well written explanation of what the problem is. They give specific examples, make personal connections, and clearly state their case. 
	

	List of Grievances (10 pts.)
Score on a scale of 1-10
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	Below Basic/Basic 


Students only provide 1-5 clear grievances that they wish to be independent from. [image: image27.wmf]
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	Good 


Students provide at least eight (8) clear grievances that they wish to be independent from. [image: image29.wmf]
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	Great 


Students clearly provide at least 10 strongly developed grievances that they wish to be independent from. 
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Score on a scale of 1-10
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Students give only one (1) past previous action to solve the problem. [image: image33.wmf]
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Students list at least three (3) previous actions to solve the problem. [image: image35.wmf]
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	Great 


Students list, at minimum, five (5) previous actions to remedy the problem. 
	

	Resolution (10 pts.)
Score on a scale of 1-10
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	Below Basic/Basic

 
Students do not show a clear plan of action to carry out a resolution. [image: image39.wmf]
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	Good 


Students describe a plan that may get the job completed. [image: image41.wmf]

3001502



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image42.wmf]

Student is confide


	Great 


Students are confident in their plan of action. They clearly intend to carry out this action. 
	

	Writing Style (10 pts.)
Score on a scale of 1-10
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Students show little style. They don’t use persuasive/rhetorical techniques, and/or have numerous errors in writing.[image: image45.wmf]
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	Good 


Students show some style in writing. They use some persuasive/rhetorical techniques. They make only minor mistakes in conventions. [image: image47.wmf]
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Student showed 


	Great 


Students show definite writing style. They use various persuasive techniques and have only one or two mistakes in their writing conventions. 
	


Bottom of Form


Total Score __________
Total Points Available= 60       

Declaration of Independence Group Project       Please do not write on this paper. Please leave it on the desk.





Using the Rubric below, do a self-evaluation of your declaration. After you have completed the rubric, attach it to your paper. Each section of your declaration is worth 10 points. You will also be evaluated on your ability to write grammatically correct sentences and use effective rhetorical techniques. Use one rubric for your entire group. You may write on it. Include the names of everyone in your group. I will do a separate evaluation as well.





Group Topic _______________________________			Period ______





Title of Your Declaration ________________________________  Date ____________________________
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