Start Discussion by Reading This
 
1) The [gigantic] question which has thus suddenly arisen, is, what right had the first discoverers of America to land, and take possession of a country, without asking the consent of its inhabitants, or yielding them an adequate compensation for their territory? (Washington Irving, History of New York. New York: 1809 [Book I, chap v]. )
 
 
4) In the unchangeable order of things, two such races can not exist together, each preserving its co-ordinate identity. Either this great continent, in the order of Providence, should have remained in the occupancy of half a million of savages, engaged in everlasting conflicts of their peculiar warfare with each other, or it must have become, as it has, the domain of civilized millions. It is in vain to charge upon the latter race results, which grew out of the laws of nature, and the universal march of human events. (Timothy Flint, Indian Wars of the West. Cincinnati, 1833: 36-37. )
 
37) All of them go around as naked as their mothers bore them; and the women also, although I did not see more than one quite young girl. And all those that I saw were young people, for none did I see of more than 30 years of age. They are very well formed, with handsome bodies and good faces. Their hair [is] coarse—almost like the tail of a horse—and short. [ . . . ] They do not carry arms nor are they acquainted with them, because I showed them swords and they took them by the edge and through ignorance cut themselves. [ . . . ] They should be good and intelligent servants, for I see that they say very quickly everything that is said to them; and I believe that they would become Christians very easily, for it seemed to me that they had no religion. (Christopher Columbus, Thursday 11 October 1492, The Diario of Christopher Columbus's First Voyage to America 1492-1493. Abs. Bartolomé de Las Casas. Trans. Oliver Dunn and James E. Kelley, Jr. Norman: U of Oklahoma P, 1989. )
 
7) With the narrative enclosed, I subjoin some observations with regard to the animals, vulgarly called Indians. . . . On what is their claim founded? -- Occupancy. A wild Indian with his skin painted red, and a feather through his nose, has set foot on the broad continent of North and South America; a second wild Indian with his ears cut in ringlets, or his nose slit like a swine or a malefactor, also sets his foot on the same extensive tract of soil. Let the first Indian make a talk to his brother, and bid him take his foot off the continent, for he being first upon it, had occupied the whole, to kill buffaloes, and tall elks with long horns. This claim in the reasoning of some men would be just, and the second savage ought to depart in his canoe, and seek a continent where no prior occupant claimed the soil. (Hugh Henry Brackenridge, Indian Atrocities. Cincinnati, 1867: 62-72. )
 
10) Many studies tell us what the first explorers were trying to do. Many others tell us why they were trying to do it. But very few have attempted to describe the justice or injustice of the quest. Yet significant moral and legal problems were brought to the fore by the expansion of Europe into the various parts of the world. (Wilcomb E. Washburn, "The Moral and Legal Justifications for Dispossessing the Indians.C28" Seventeenth-Century America: Essays in Colonial History. Ed. James Morton Smith. New York: Norton, 1972: 15. )
 
The Spanish Requirement of 1513 ("El Requerimiento") was a declaration by the Spanish monarchy of its divinely ordained right to take possession of the territories of the New World and to subjugate, exploit and, when necessary, to fight the native inhabitants. The Requirement was read in Spanish to Native Americans to inform them of Spain’s rights to conquest. Those who subsequently resisted conquest were considered to harbor evil intentions. The Spaniards thus considered those who resisted as defying God’s plan, and so used Catholic theology to justify their deeds.
 
The Requerimiento—a Spanish word meaning “requirement” or “demand”—was a document that was read aloud by the Spanish conquistadores of the early sixteenth century to native peoples in the Americas, demanding that they submit themselves to Spanish rule and to Christianity. In 1493 Pope Alexander VI, in the wake of Christopher Columbus's first voyage across the Atlantic Ocean, had claimed the authority to grant the Spanish monarchy dominion over the New World. The Spanish jurist Juan López de Palacios Rubios then composed the Requerimiento in 1513 to justify the subjugation of the American peoples in the name of God, forcing them to convert to the Catholic Church or face the Spaniards in war.In Spain people were beginning to debate the morality of colonization of the Americas. Some supported colonization, in large part because of the wealth it would bring to Spain but also because colonists and missionaries would win new souls for Christ. Since the 700s Spain had been...
 
18) That the Caribs were cannibals justified, in Columbus's view, his selling them into slavery, and the human sacrifice practiced by the Aztec required, in the opinion of Sepúlveda and other Spaniards, the forced labor of all Indians. In fact, the whole debate among the Spanish over the nature of the Indian can be viewed as a dispute among colonists, clergy, and crown officials about the proper method of exploiting the native, for the consequences of the arguments benefited some groups at the expense of others. (Robert F. Berkhofer, Jr., The White Man's Indian: Images of the American Indian from Columbus to the Present. New York: Vintage Books, 1978: 119. )
 
49) It is to be assuredly hoped, that they [Native Americans] will daily by little and little forsake their barbarous and savage living, and grow to such order and civility with us [English settlers], as there may be well expected from thence no lesse quantity and diversity of merchandize than is now had out of Dutchland, Italy, France or Spain. (Christopher Carleill, A Brief and Summary Discourse upon the Intended Voyage to the Furthermost Parts of America, 1583: David B. Quinn, The Voyages and Colonising Enterprises of Sir Humphrey Gilbert, Vol. 2. London: Glasgow UP, 1940: 351. )
 
20) The American frontier has been mythologized and romanticized – for this to happen, the Native Americans must be seen as props on the terrain, no different from the rocks or the trees which stand in the way of our dreams of independence and expansion. However, should this be our only perception about the settlers of Jamestown? No, because the formidable spirit the colonists displayed in the face of disease, starvation, and hardships is admirable, and their hopes to create a New Eden displays the potential of the imperialist endeavor. (Mehnaz Choudhury, Lehigh University )
 
42) Forasmuch as my Lord the King and Myself have ordered . . . that the Indians living on the island of Hispaniola be considered free and not subject to slavery . . . ; since I have now been informed that because of the excessive liberty allowed the said Indians, they run away from the Christians and withdraw from any intercourse and communication with them, . . . I order you, Our Governor, . . . to compel the Indians to have dealings with the Christian settlers on the said island, to work on their buildings, to mine and collect gold and other metals, and to work on their farms and crop fields; and you are to have each one paid for nine days' work the wages and rations you think he should have in accordance with the productivity of the land, the quality of the individual, and the nature of the job he does. (Queen Isabella's "Decree on Indian Labor," 1503. New Iberian World: A Documentary History of the Discovery and Settlement of Latin America to the Early 17th Century. Vol. II. Eds. John H. Parry and Robert G. Keith. New York: Times Books, 1984. )
 
21) I once spoke about Columbus to a workshop of school teachers and one of them suggested that school children were too young to hear of the horrors recounted by Las Casas and others. Other teachers disagreed, said children's stories include plenty of violence, but the perpetrators are witches and monsters and "bad people," not national heroes who have holidays named after them. (Howard Zinn, On History. New York: Seven Stories Press, 2001: 105. )
 
22) This seemingly inescapable desire for territorial expansion through conquest was also bound by a firm code of aristocratic values which had played a crucial role in the creation of all the earliest overseas empires. For overseas expansion promised to those who engaged in it not only trade and, if they were lucky, precious metals, it also offered the promise of glory, and with glory a kind of social advancement which, before the mid-eighteenth century, could be acquired by almost no other means. (Anthony Pagden, Lords of All the World: Ideologies of Empire in Spain, Britain and France, c. 1500-1800. New Haven: Yale UP, 1995: 63-64. )
 
23) VII. In order to reestablish peace on solid and durable foundations, and to remove for ever all subject of dispute with regard to the limits of the British and French territories on the continent of America; it is agreed, that, for the future, the confines between the dominions of his Britannick Majesty and those of his Most Christian Majesty, in that part of the world, shall be fixed irrevocably by a line drawn along the middle of the River Mississippi, from its source to the river Iberville, and from thence, by a line drawn along the middle of this river, and the lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain to the sea; and for this purpose, the Most Christian King cedes in full right, and guaranties to his Britannick Majesty the river and port of the Mobile, and every thing which he possesses, or ought to possess, on the left side of the river Mississippi, except the town of New Orleans and the island in which it is situated, which shall remain to France, provided that the navigation of the river Mississippi shall be equally free, as well to the subjects of Great Britain as to those of France. (Treaty of 1763 )
 
25) In respect to us they are a people poore, and for want of skill and judgement in the knowledge and use of our things, doe esteeme our trifles before things of greater value: Nothwithstanding, in their proper maner (considering the want of such meanes as we have), they seeme to be very ingenious. For although they have no suche tooles, nor any such crafts, Sciences and Artes as wee, yet in those things they doe, they shew excellence of wit. And by how much they upon due consideration shall finde our maner of knowledges and crafts to exceede theirs in perfection, and speede for doing or execution, by so much of the more is it probable that they should desire our friendship and love, and have the greater respect for pleasing and obeying us. Whereby may bee hoped, if meanes of good government be used, that they may in short time bee brought to civilitie, and the imbracing of true Religion. (Thomas Hariot, "A Briefe and True Report of the Newfound Land of Virginia." New American World: A Documentary History of North America to 1612. Ed. David B. Quinn. Vol. 3. New York: Hector Bye, 1979. )
 
55) How can anyone say that these people [the Native Americans] are incapable, when they constructed such impressive buildings, made such subtle creations, were silversmiths, painters, merchants, able in presiding, in speaking, in the exercise of courtesy, in fiestas, marriages, solemn occasions, receptions of distinguished personages; able to express sorrow, and appreciation, when the occasion requires it and, finally, very ready to be educated in the ethical, political, and economic aspects of life? What cannot we say concerning the people of this land? They sing plainsong and contrapuntally to organ accompaniment, they compose music and teach others how to enjoy religious music, they preach to the people the sermons we teach them; they confess freely and earnestly in a pure and simple manner. (from a letter written by the Franciscan provincial Jacobo de Testera to Carlos V dated 6 May 1538, qtd. in Lewis Hanke, All Mankind is One: A Study of the Disputation Between Bartolomé de las Casas and Juan Ginés de Sepúlveda in 1550 on the Intellectual and Religious Capacity of the American Indians. DeKalb: Northern Illinois UP, 1974: 14.)
 
27) The Lord will be our God, and delight to dwell among us as his own people, and will command a blessing upon us in all our ways, so that we shall see much more of his wisdom, power, goodness, and truth, than formerly we have been acquainted with. We shall find that the God of Israel is among us, when ten of us shall be able to resist a thousand of our enemies; when he shall make us a praise and glory that men shall say of succeeding plantations, "the Lord make it like that of New England." For we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill. The eyes of all people are on us, so that if we shall deal falsely with our God in this work we have undertaken, and so cause him to withdraw his present help from us, we shall be made a story and a by-word through the world. (John Winthrop, "A Model of Christian Charity," 1630. )
 

30) A second, related argument [by Green] was that Europeans, as Christians, had a duty to spread the word of the gospel and a right to engage in trade and to cultivate unoccupied land without interference. Conversely, the peoples of the New World had an obligation to receive the ambassadors of the pope, the trade expeditions and the colonists, and any resistance or hostility to the European presence could be met with force of arms. This right of self-defense authorized the establishment of fortifications and taking such pre-emptive military actions as were necessary to ensure the safety of the Europeans. Alternatively, it was argued that the Christian rules of Europe had a moral and legal obligation to end the cannibalism and human sacrifice practiced by some tribes. (L.C. Green and Olive P. Dickason, The Law of Nations and the New World. Alberta: U of Alberta P, 1989: ix. )
 
32) Now it is notorious, that the savages knew nothing of agriculture, when first discovered by the Europeans, but lived a most vagabond, disorderly, unrighteous life, -- rambling from place to place, and prodigally rioting upon the spontaneous luxuries of nature, without tasking her generosity to yield them any thing more; whereas it has been most unquestionably shewn, that heaven intended the earth should be ploughed and sown, and manured, and laid out into cities, and towns, and farms, and country seats, and pleasure grounds, and public gardens, all which the Indians knew nothing about -- therefore, they did not improve the talents providence had bestowed on them -- therefore they were careless stewards -- therefore they had no right to the soil -- therefore they deserved to be exterminated. (Washington Irving, History of New York. New York: 1809 [Book I, chap v]. )
 
35) The real loser of the Valladolid debate on the justification of New World conquest was the Native American, forced to be identified as either a noble (submissive) savage or a fierce (resistant) barbarian, either a tabula rasa awaiting conversion or an obstacle to the propagation of the faith. Either choice meant annihilation, the one of culture, the other of existence. (Anne DeLong, Lehigh University )
