American Author Project


Component 1- (Read and Write) (100 pts.)
1. You will choose an author of fiction or nonfiction from the approved list OR get approval from me for another American author and novel.

2. You will read a minimum of two works by the author.  Take notes (reading journal) or use sticky notes to mark passages of interest to you. Your notes/annotations will be graded through periodic checks. You will reference these two works in your paper. 
 
3. You will write a 5-6 page typed analytical report about your author (MLA). The report will include the following info:

- Biographical data including major events of their time period
- How the author's life experiences were reflected in their writing 
- The author's style and prevalent themes in their writing, (emphasis on works you have chosen for this author, but you may also reference additional works) 
-  Reference to the two literary pieces (novel and shorter piece) you have chosen to read (with proper in-text citations)


Some potential American authors to study include:  (No more than two students per author per class)

Louisa May Alcott, Maya Angelou, James Baldwin, Elizabeth Bishop, Ray Bradbury, Gwendolyn Brooks, William Cullen Bryant, Pearl S. Buck, William S. Burroughs, Truman Capote, Raymond Carver, Willa Cather, Kate Chopin, Sandra Cisneros, James Fenimore Cooper, Stephen Crane, e.e. cummings, William Faulkner, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Robert Frost, Allen Ginsberg, Nikki Giovanni, Lorraine Hansberry, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ernest Hemingway, O. Henry, Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Washington Irving, Gish Jen, Sarah Orne Jewett, Maxine Hong Kingston, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Jack London, Herman Melville, Joyce Carol Oates, Tim O'Brien, Flannery O'Connor, Dorothy Parker, Sylvia Plath, Edgar Allan Poe, Katherine Anne Porter, Ayn Rand, Philip Roth, J.D. Salinger, Carl Sandburg, Gertrude Stein, John Steinbeck, Wallace Stevens, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Amy Tan, Hunter S. Thompson, Mark Twain, Alice Walker, Nathanael West, Edith Wharton, Walt Whitman, Tennessee Williams.

Suggested Search Engines
Google scholar
Sweet Search @ http://www.sweetsearch.com/#
iSeek Targeted Directory @ http://www.iseek.com/iseek/home.page

Component 2 (Technology Menu) (50 pts.)
You may NOT do a PPT or Prezi!
1. Create a short YouTube video (mini-documentary) about your author (if you need to borrow a camera, please let me know)
2. Electronic Comic Book
3. Blog or Web Site Page for the Author 
4. Create an Interactive Game
5. .???   Have another idea for using media to present? Let's talk.

* What should your media component teach us? We should learn about the author, the author's time period, and the author's literature. You should also consider what makes this author a famous American author.

Component 3 (Visual Menu) (50 pts.)
- Photo Shoot (collaboration with photo class)
- Poster
- Costume Design
- Book Jacket

- T-shirt Designed

* What should your visual component teach us? We should learn about the author, the author's time period, and the author's literature. You should also consider what makes this author a famous American author.


Component 4 (Presentation) (50 pts.) 
* What should your presentation teach us? We should learn about the author, the author's time period, and the author's literature. Also consider what makes this author a famous American author. (2-5 minutes) Use all components.
